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   Donald Byrd, Artistic Director
Seattle’s Premiere Contemporary Dance Company
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August 19, 2006

Dear Friends,

“...In totality … A triumph.”  (November 2005)
This compelling quote from The New York Times followed our first tour to the big apple.  Seven months later, Spectrum Dance Theater (SDT) took off for Rome and one of Italy’s most prestigious festivals.  The two weeks we spent in Spoleto inspired our dancers to their very best and elicited much curiosity and great enthusiasm from a very astute and demanding audience.  

Most importantly, these two high-profile opportunities proved that SDT under the artistic leadership of Donald Byrd has evolved into a highly-respected company which can share the world’s finest stages.  This hard-earned status reflects Spectrum’s commitment in its constant pursuit of daring creativity and superior artistry.

SDT never sits on its laurels.  To open its 2006-07 Season, SDT takes you on a truly wild ride with two of the most powerful and brilliant ballet scores ever composed: Stravinsky’s Petruchska and Bartok’s Miraculous Mandarin.  In their original incarnations these two 20th century masterpieces took their creative worlds by storm.  (Not mentioning shook the social establishment to its core.)  Just imagine what Donald Byrd can do with them!

To add to this irresistible proposition, SDT has secured the talents of the highly original Trio Diaghilev, an Italian two-pianos and percussions super-dynamic group which makes its own arrangements of great classics.  They will be on stage with us at the Moore Theatre in Seattle sharing two phenomenal evenings on October 6 and 7, 2006. 

Are you feeling the singular wind of great creative alchemy or is it just me?

Insuring that this grand project takes place has been made easier by a recent generous offer; a spontaneous $5,000 challenge match was presented to SDT.  Every dollar raised between now and October 31st will be matched by this generous “motivator.”   

Please take part in bringing Petruchska/Miraculous Mandarin project to life by sending your gift to be matched.  

With much gratitude for your loyal support.

Warm regards,

Anne Derieux, Executive Director 
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